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OBJECTIVES

Provide an overview of the some   

of the finding aids

Provide you with some ideas of 

where to find that “golden nugget”

of information or tool that will help 

you be more successful.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 3 WHERE DO YOU 

BEGIN?

Follow the paper trail that have your

ancestors have left behind here in the 

United States because it might just 

contain that “golden nugget” of the 

townland

THE PAPER TRAIL

Government = paper trail
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SOME EXAMPLES:

Manifest/Passenger Listing

Naturalization Record

Military Record

Marriage Record

Passport

Census

Death Record

Obituary

Headstone

Work record - Example - Mining Record
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HANCOCK EVENING NEWS

Tim McCarthy Passes After Short Illness

The death occurred early Sunday morning of Timothy McCarthy, at his home on Rockland Street.  Mr. McCarthy was in the best of

health last week and worked Thursday.  He was taken sick that night, and his death came as a severe shock to his many friends.

Mr. McCarthy has lived in Calumet, Michigan for 44 years, being one of the oldest settlers.  Previous to his coming here he worked in 

Ontonagon county and around Houghton.  He was born in Ireland.  Mr. McCarthy has been in the employee of the Calumet & Hecla 

continually since coming here.

Deceased was a member of Division No 2 AOH  He is survived by Mrs. McCarthy and the following children:  Patrick, Mrs. MH Kelly 

of Butte, Dennis, Quinlan, John and Anna.  Funeral arrangements will be held up pending word from relatives in Butte.

LATE Timothy McCarthy

After an illness of but a few days duration, Timothy McCarthy, aged 72 years, a resident of the copper country for more than a half-

century, passed away about 1 o'clock Sunday morning At his home on Rockland street.  The late Mr. McCarthy apparently was in the

best of health last week, having worked on Thursday and his sudden death comes as a great shock to his many friends throughout 

the copper country district.

The deceased was born in Ireland and came to the United States as a young man, locating in Houghton.  He worked for several 

years for mining companies in the vicinity of Houghton and also at Ontonagon, coming to calumet forty four years ago.  He had been 

in the continuous employ of the C & H Mining Company from his arrival here up to the time of his death.

Besides Mrs. McCarthy, the following children survive, Patrick McCarthy and Mrs. M H Kelly of Butte, Dennis, Quinlan, John and 

Miss Anna who reside at home.

The deceased was a member of Division No. 2 A.O.H.  Arrangement for the funeral will not be completed until the relatives in Butte 

are heard from.  
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Parish of Killmare

County Kerry

ParishTemplebey

County Sligo

Town of Ocall

Parish of Clontibret

County Monagham
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IRISH 

RECORDS
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Civil Registration:

Birth, Marriage and Death

Religious Records:

Baptism, Marriage and Burial

Tithe Applotment

Griffith Valuation – Cancel Books

Valuation Maps

Census Records

Petty Court Session Records

Headstone Inscriptions

again remember…

Government = paper trail
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CIVIL REGISTRATION

• Began in April 1845 for Non Catholic           

marriages

• Began January 1, 1864 for ALL births, 

deaths and all marriages
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IN IRELAND
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IRELAND
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Tithe Applotment 1823-1838

A valuation, Parish by Parish, to determine tithes payable by 

each landholder to the upkeep of the Church of Ireland.  This 

is a listing of the head of household only.

Griffith Valuation:  1847 – 1864

Griffith Valuation records are valuable census substitute, 

because they record the names of the owners or occupiers 

of the land. It was based, not only on the value of the 

property, but also on how much rent could be obtained from 

it.
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EXAMPLE 

TITHE
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EXAMPLE 

TITHE
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ONLINE 

DATA 

BASES
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FREE SITES

http://www.thecore.com/seanruad/

www.familysearch.org

www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation

http://www.genealogy.nationalarchives.ie/

http://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/index.html
www.google.ie
http://www.cyndislist.com/ireland.htm
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Ireland_Personal_Na

mes#:~:text=Traditional%20Naming%20Pattern,A%20traditi

onal%20naming&text=First%20son%20usually%20named%

20for,for%20the%20father's%20eldest%20brother
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JURISDICTIONS:

Townland 

County 

Barony 

Civil Parish

Poor Law Union

Province

http://www.thecore.com/seanruad/
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Ireland
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Lyon Township Library is a

Family Search Affiliate

If you see this symbol on a FHC film – it means it might open at my 

FSA Library and definitely at a full Family Search Center.

You can email me the film number and I will let you know if it opens 

up at my library.     ccottone@ltpl.org
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Getting Started in Irish Genealogy

Ireland Emigration

Irish Emigration to North America: Before, During, and After the Famine

Ireland Beginning Research Series

Immigration Part 1: Strategies

Immigration Part 2: Famine and Post Famine Sources

Immigration Part 3: Ulster and Scots Irish Sources

Church Records

Civil Registration

Ireland Civil Registration

Finding Ancestry in Ireland Civil Registration Records

Ireland Presbyterian Church Records

Ireland Catholic Church Records - Parts 1 and 2

Irish Protestant Church Records

Ireland Census and Census Substitutes

Key Websites for Tracing Ancestry in Ireland

The Scots-irish: Plantation and Settlement of Ulster in the 17th Century

British Resources on FamilySearch.org - Parts 1 and 2

British Resources on Findmypast

Tracing Irish Roman Catholic Ancestry

Family Search Irish Wiki – Research Tutorials
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ASKABOUTIRELAND
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1.  The Ordnance Survey map reference number

2.  The townland or street where the property is located

3.  The name of the occupier 

4.  The name of the immediate lessor ie the landlord

5.  A brief description of the property ('house, offices and land')

6.  The land area of occupier's holding, in acres, roods and perches
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GRIFFITH’S VALUATION INDEX
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McCarthy 

Home  

2001
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https://registers.nli.ie/

Catholic Parishes   

Not all are available online 

yet

Check it often
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1999
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This website is dedicated to helping you search for family history records 

for past generations

Church records 

Civil Registers of Births, Marriages and Deaths – images     

attached

Helpful links to other pages with Valuation and Census 

records

All of these records can be searched through the main search.
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This free Irish genealogy and history site offers 

databases 

Ulster Covenant (1912) 

Freeholders 

Will Calenders (1858-1900) project. 

Revision Books of Griffith's Valuation

Street Directories

You can also download several very useful advice 

guides specific to Northern Ireland research such 

as National School Records.
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PAID SITES

www.ancestry.com   

http://www.findmypast.co.uk

https://www.johngrenham.com/ - parts are free

http://www.rootsireland.ie/

https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/birth_family_re

lationships/registrar_birth_marr_death.html

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/af7893-general-

register-

office/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/gro/
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IRISH DATABASES:

Irish Independent Newspaper Obituaries: May 2001-June 2002

Irish Wills Indexes

Tithe Applotment Books, 1823-1838

An Index to Griffith’s Valuation, 1848-1864

United Kingdom and Ireland Obituary Collection

Irish Records Extraction Database

Ireland, The Royal Irish Constabulary 1816-1921

Ireland 1766 Religious Census

Irish Marriages, 1771-1812

Irish Immigrant – New York Port Arrival

Irish Extraction Database

http://search.ancestry.com/Places/Europe/Ireland/Default.aspx

World Access – 319.00 per year
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Subscription price 89.00 per year
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Monthly subscription: 9.99 Annual subscription: 69.99

Day subscription 5.99
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My favorite part of this site is 

that he lets you put in two 

surnames so that you can see 

what townlands has both 

those surnames in it.
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SHEA MCCARTHY
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https://www2.hse.ie/services/births-deaths-and-

marriages/contact-a-civil-registration-service.html/
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Townland Database

http://www.thecore.com/seanruad/

GENUKI Gazetteer

http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl

Ordnance Survey
https://www.townlands.ie/
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https://familysearch.org/learn/wi

ki/en/Ireland_Names_Personal

Irish Naming Patterns
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Slide 84 A traditional naming pattern was often used by Irish 

parents until the later 19th century

First son usually named for the father's father 

Second son usually named for the mother's father

Third son usually named for the father 

Fourth son usually named for the father's eldest brother 

Fifth son usually named for the mother's eldest brother 

First daughter usually named for the mother's mother 

Second daughter usually named for the father's mother 

Third daughter usually named for the mother

Fourth daughter usually named for the mother's eldest sister 

Fifth daughter usually named for the father's eldest sister.

Fifth daughter after father's oldest sister
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PLACES TO RESEARCH:

DUBLIN

National Archives of Ireland 

National Library of Ireland 

Manuscript Office 

General Register Office (GRO)

Registry of Deeds 

Valuation Office 
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BELFAST

Public Record Office of Northern Ireland

(PRONI)

Linen Hall Library 

Presbyterian Historical Society 

General Register Office of Northern

Ireland (GRONI)

Newspaper Library 
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By John Grenham
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Fining Your Irish Anestors 

by: David S Ouimette
Discovering Your Irish Ancestors by:

Dwight A. Radford and Kyle J. Betit

Irish Records by: 

James G. Ryan

How to Trace Your Irish Ancestors by:

Ian Maxwell
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Sometimes 

when I am 

researching my 

IRISH 

~

I feel like this

~  
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I don’t know which way to go!
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Slide 91 YOU WILL NEED 

PATIENCE

PERSISTANCE

GUIDANCE

AND WITH A LITTLE

LUCK OF THE IRISH
YOU CAN FIND THEM!
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Cathy Cottone

27005 Milford Road

South Lyon, Michigan 48178

ccottone@ltpl.org

Phone 248 437-8800 x616

Hours  Tuesday 12 – 9     Thursday  10 – 4    Friday  10 - 5  
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/list?count=50&cqs=Ireland 

www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation 

https://genealogy.nationalarchives.ie/ 

www.irishgenealogy.ie 

http://www.cyndislist.com/ireland.htm 

http://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/index.html 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Ireland_Personal_Names#:~:text=Traditional%20Naming%20Pat

tern,A%20traditional%20naming&text=First%20son%20usually%20named%20for,for%20the%20father's

%20eldest%20brother 

 

 



PAID WEBSITES: 

 

www.ancestry.com 

http://www.findmypast.com 

https://www.johngrenham.com/       (part is free to a certain point) 

http://www.rootsireland.ie/ 

https://www.emeraldancestors.com/ 

https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/birth_family_relationships/registrar_birth_marr_death.html 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/af7893-general-register-office/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/gro/ 

 

IRISH LOCATIONS: 

 

Townland Database       http://www.thecore.com/seanruad/  

Ordnance Survey Maps    https://www.townlands.ie/ 

GENUKI Gazetteer      http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl 

 

http://www.irish-geneaography.com/griffiths-valuation-1847-1864.html 

  

DEATH CODES:     www.wolfbane.com/icd/index.html 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/list?count=20&cqs=ireland 

 

 

 

 

http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl
http://www.irish-geneaography.com/griffiths-valuation-1847-1864.html
http://www.wolfbane.com/icd/index.html
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/list?count=20&cqs=ireland

